
 
 

AGENDA 
 

 Planning & Zoning Commission Regular Meeting 
Janell Whitlock Municipal Complex Council Chambers 

114 S. Halagueno Street 
Carlsbad, New Mexico 

April 6, 2026 at 5:00 PM 
  

Agenda 

 1. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 

 2. Approval of Meeting Minutes — March 2, 2026 

 3. Consider approval of a Variance from Ord. 56-90(b) to allow a five-foot (5’) rear 
setback instead of the required twenty-foot (20’) rear setback for the property located 
at 3802 North Pat Garrett Road, zoned “R-1” Residential 1 District 

 4. Consider a recommendation to City Council regarding a request to change the zoning 
to approximately 0.28 acres located at 2305 West Jackson Street, legally described 
as Tract 2, Jackson Replat Subdivision, from “C-2” Commercial 2 District to “R-1” 
Residential 1 District 

 5. Consider a recommendation to City Council regarding a request for Temporary 
Housing at 3501 Hidalgo Rd, a property approximately 2.5 acres in size, legally 
described as Tract 2, Summary Replat of a tract of land located in the SW1/4, NW1/4, 
Section 26, Township 22 South, Range 26 East 

 6. Report of Summary Review Subdivisions  

  
 

  
FOR INFORMATION ONLY  

Agendas and City Council minutes are available on the City website: cityofcarlsbadnm.com and 
may be viewed in the Office of the City Clerk during regular business hours. 

 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE 

• Regular Meeting — May 4, 2026 
 

If you require a hearing interpreter, language interpreters or auxiliary aids in order to attend and 
participate in the above meeting, please contact the City Manager’s office at (575) 887-1191 at 

least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting time 
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LINKED MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CARLSBAD, NEW MEXICO, HELD IN 

THE JANELL WHITLOCK MUNICIPAL COMPLEX BUILDING ON MARCH  2, 
2026, AT 5:00 P.M. 

 
 
Present:  James McCormick   Chairperson 
   Trent Cornum    Commissioner 
   Valerie Branson   Commissioner 
   Linda Wilson    Commissioner  
   Denise Madrid-Boyea  Commissioner 
Absent:                       
 
Also Present:  Jeff Patterson    Planning Director 
   Trysha Ortiz    Deputy Planning Director 
   Barbara Hodgson   City Attorney 
   Ken Ahrens    Deputy City Manager 
   Mike Abell    Director of Utilities  
   K.C. Cass     Chief of Operations 
   Jalynn Dominguez   Open Meetings Act Manager 
   JoAnne Jaure    Deputy City Clerk 
   Edgar Gonzalez    328 Farris St  
   Mary Cruz-Alverez    328 Farris St  
   Valen Martinez    Citizen  
   Shelly Thompson    Citizen 
    Faith Quintela    Citizen   
   Roselle Shipman    Citizen  
   Zack Downing    Citizen    
  
Time Stamps and headings below correspond to recording of meeting and the recording 
is hereby made a part of the official record. 
 
0:00:00   Call Meeting to Order 
 
0:00:44  1.  ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Roll was called, Determining the presence of a quorum. 
 
0:01:10  2.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES - FEBRUARY 2, 2026 
 
0:01:20   MOTION 
The motion was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner 
Cornum to approve meeting minutes for - February 2, 2026. 
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0:01:21   VOTE 
The vote was as follows: Yes - McCormick, Cornum, Branson, Wilson; No - None; 
Absent - None; Abstain - Madrid-Boyea; the motion carried 
 
0:01:45  3.  REMOVE FROM TABLE A CONSIDERATION OF 
RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL REGARDING A REQUEST TO 
CHANGE THE ZONING TO APPROXIMATELY 0.67 ACRES LOCATED AT 328 
FARRIS ST. FROM "R-1" RESIDENTIAL 1 DISTRICT TO "C-1" COMMERCIAL 1 
DISTRICT 
 
0:02:03   MOTION 
The motion was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner 
Madrid-Boyea to approve Remove from Table a Consideration of recommendation to 
City Council regarding a request to change the zoning to approximately 0.67 acres 
located at 328 Farris St. from "R-1" Residential I District to "C Commercial 1 District  
 
0:02:16   VOTE 
The vote was as follows: Yes - McCormick, Cornum, Branson, Wilson, Madrid-Boyea; 
No - None; Absent - None; the motion carried.  
 
0:02:36  4.  CONSIDER A RECOMMENDATION TO CITY COUNCIL 
REGARDING A REQUEST TO CHANGE THE ZONING FOR APPROXIMATELY 
0.67 ACRES LOCATED AT 328 FARRIS ST., LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS TRACT 17, 
IN THE SW/4 OF THE NW/4 OF SECTION 20, TOWNSHIP 22S, RANGE 27E, FROM 
"R-1" RESIDENTIAL 1 DISTRICT TO "C-1 COMMERCIAL 1 DISTRICT 
Mr. Patterson stated that the request is to change the zoning designation of the property 
located at 328 Farris St. from "R-1 Residential 1 District to "C-1" Commercial 1 District. 
He explained that the properties located to the north, south, east, and west of the 
subject property are all zoned "R-1" Residential 1 District. Mr. Patterson noted that 
approval of this request would create a spot zone. He stated that, after internal review, 
City staff and the Planning and Zoning Department recommend denial of the request.  
 
Chairman McCormick asked Mr. Gonzalez what he intends to do with the property. 
Mr. Gonzalez stated that he purchased the property with the intention of building a 
house. He explained that when he applied for a building permit with the City, he was 
informed that there was no feasible way to connect the property to the City sewer line. 
He stated that he then considered installing a septic system; however, the property is 
not large enough to accommodate one. Mr. Gonzalez stated that, due to these 
limitations, he revised his proposal and is now requesting to rezone the property to 
commercial in order to establish a small business for storage.  
 
Chairman McCormick asked Mr. Patterson how far the sewer line is from the property. 
Mr. Patterson stated that the sewer line is located in the alley and is too far from the 
property for a standard connection. He stated that if the line is not deep enough, a 
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pump system would be required to facilitate the sewer connection. Chairman 

McCormick asked whether the surrounding properties are connected to the City sewer 
system. Mr. Patterson said yes.  
 
Chairman McCormick asked Mr. Gonzalez if he is requesting the zone change because 
he intends to establish a business that would not require a sewer connection. Mr. 

Gonzalez said yes. He stated that after visiting the City Planning and Zoning 
Department, he was informed that there is no feasible way to connect the property to 
the City sewer system. Mr. Gonzalez stated that he was advised the cost to connect to 
the sewer would be approximately $160,000. Hе explained that he is therefore planning 
to construct a storage facility, as it would not require a sewer connection.  
 
Commissioner Cornum asked Mr. Gonzalez whether his preference was to build a 
residential home on the property or if establishing a commercial use was his priority. 
Mr. Gonzalez stated that he would prefer to build a residence, however, without access 
to the sewer system, that option is not feasible.  
 
Commissioner Cornum asked Mike Abell whether a city easement exists only on the 
closest sewer line. Mr. Abell stated that the sewer line is very shallow and runs to the 
east, and that the line located to the north is also very shallow. He explained that a 
small residential lift station would likely be required to connect to the sewer system. 
Mr. Abell stated that staff recommended the applicant approach the neighboring 
property owner to the east to request a utility easement in order to facilitate a 
connection to the sewer line.  
 
Commissioner Madrid-Boyea asked Mr. Gonzalez what he was currently using the 
property for. Mr. Gonzalez stated that there had been a semi-truck located on the 
property because he works with semi-trucks. He explained that after receiving a call 
from the City informing him that commercial trucks are not permitted on the property, 
he removed the vehicle. Commissioner Madrid-Boyea asked Mr. Gonzalez if he had 
spoken with the neighbors to the east regarding the possibility of obtaining a utility 
easement. Mr. Gonzalez stated that he had spoken with several neighbors; however, 
after consulting with the City he was advised not to pursue an easement because if the 
neighboring property were sold, the easement might not remain in effect. 
 
Commissioner Cornum stated that there are septic systems that could potentially be 
installed on the property; however, they would likely be more costly. He noted that 
there are still options available that would allow Mr. Gonzalez to construct the 
residential home he originally intended.  
 
0:20:51   Chairman McCormick asked if anyone would like to speak 
regarding this item. 
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Valen Martinez addressed the Commission and stated that allowing the property to 
transition to commercial use, such as a storage facility or other business, could increase 
traffic, noise, lighting, and overall activity in the area. She expressed concern that these 
changes would negatively impact the quiet residential character of the neighborhood. 
She stated that a new school is being constructed near the property and stated that 
traffic concerns should be top priority. She explained that introducing additional traffic 
from a commercial property, combined with traffic associated with the new school, 
could create potential safety risks for students, families, and pedestrians.  
 
Shelly Thompson stated that she resides directly in front of the subject property. She 
expressed concern that the activities currently occurring on the property have created a 
significant amount of noise as well as unpleasant odors. She stated that her home was 
constructed in 2018 and that she completed all required steps and obtained the 
necessary permits from the City prior to building and moving into the residence. 
  
Faith Quintela stated that she has previously experienced issues with trucks entering 
and leaving the property. She expressed concern that the truck traffic creates unsafe 
conditions for children living in the area. 
 
Mary Cruz-Alverez stated that she is the daughter of Mr. Gonzalez and provided the 
Commission with a proposed layout for the property. She explained that the layout is 
primarily intended for storage units and RV storage locations. She stated that the RV 
storage would be designed to keep the vehicles out of the way for the owners’ 
convenience. 
 
Roselle Shipman stated that she resides behind the subject property and expressed 
concern that allowing the property to be rezoned for commercial use could result in any 
type of business being established there. She noted that her security cameras are 
frequently triggered by individuals leaving the property through the alley. She stated 
that increased traffic from a commercial use would not be ideal for residents in the 
neighborhood and expressed concern that introducing a commercial property into an 
already densely developed residential area could create potential safety issues in the 
future.  
 
0:35:27   MOTION  
The motion was made by Commissioner Branson and seconded by Commissioner 
Corum to deny a recommendation to City Council regarding a request to change the 
zoning for approximately 0.67 acres located at 328 Farris St., legally described as Tract 
17, in the SW/4 of the NW/4 of Section 20, Township 22S, Range 27E, from "R-1" 
Residential 1 District to "C-1" Commercial 1 District 
 
0:35:37   VOTE  
The vote was as follows: Yes - McCormick, Cornum, Branson, Wilson, Madrid-Boyea; 
No - None; Absent - None; Abstain - None; the motion carried  
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0:36:45  5.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE KIRCHER STREET 
ATTAINABLE HOUSING SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY PLAT, CREATING 44 
NEW LOTS, LOCATED AT 813 KIRCHER ST., ZONED “R-2" RESIDENTIAL 2 
DISTRICT PURSUANT TO THE CARLSBAD CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 
47  
Mr. Patterson stated that this item is a request for approval of the Kircher Street 
Attainable Housing Subdivision Preliminary Plat, located at 813 Kircher Street. He 
stated that the property is zoned "R-2" Residential 2 District and that the City of 
Carlsbad is the developer of the project. He stated that the homes within the 
subdivision will be marketed to low- to moderate-income households as part of the 
City's efforts to address the shortage of affordable housing in Carlsbad. He stated that 
the City is currently working with design professionals on the development plans and 
confirmed that the subject property is owned by the City. Mr. Patterson stated that, if 
the preliminary plat is approved, site work is expected to begin within the next month.  
 
Commissioner Cornum asked Mr. K.C. Cass whether a single developer or 
construction company would be responsible for the project. Mr. Cass responded that all 
aspects of the project must comply with the State Affordable Housing Act. He stated 
that staff is currently preparing a Request for Proposal (RFP) and that no decision has 
yet been made regarding which entity will develop or manage the project. He explained 
that, once selected, the developer and property manager will be responsible for 
constructing the homes selling them, and managing the properties for a minimum 
period of 20 years.  
 
Commissioner Madrid-Boyea asked about the availability of utilities for the project. 
Mr. Cass stated that the utilities are currently in the design phase. He noted that the 
County is assisting with funding for the project.  
 
0:43:14   Chairman McCormick asked if anyone would like to speak 
regarding the item. No one appeared and the Chairman declared the public hearing 
closed and reconvened the Planning and Zoning Commission into regular session.  
 
0:43:33   MOTION  
The motion was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner 
Madrid-Boyea to approve the Kircher Street Attainable Housing Subdivision 
preliminary plat, creating 44 new lots, located at 813 Kircher St., zoned "R-2" Residential 
2 District pursuant to the Carlsbad Code of Ordinances, Chapter 47 
 
0:43:38   VOTE  
The vote was as follows: Yes - McCormick, Cornum, Branson, Wilson, Madrid-Boyea; 
No - None; Absent - None; Abstain - None; the motion carried  
 
0:43:54  6.  CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PEACH LANE AND CANAL 
STREET SUBDIVISION PRELIMINARY PLAT, CREATING 14 NEW LOTS FOR 
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RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF 
THE INTERSECTION OF EAST PEACH LANE AND NORTH CANAL STREET, 
ZONED "R-2" RESIDENTIAL 2 DISTRICT 
 
0:44:17   Commissioner Wilson recused herself from this item due to a conflict of 
interest  
 
Mr. Patterson stated that this item is a request for approval of a preliminary plat that 
would create 14 new lots. He said that the subject property is located at the southeast 
corner of North Canal Street and East Peach Lane. The property was recently annexed 
into the City of Carlsbad and is zoned "R-2" Residential 2 District. He stated that the 
proposed layout of the 14 lots is intended for single-family housing. The entrance to the 
development will be from North Canal Street, and anew street will be constructed to 
provide access to the cul-de-sac. He stated that the new street will be approximately 500 
feet from North Canal Street and will not connect to or provide access through East 
Peach Lane to the north. All new homes will face the new street, with access to the lots 
provided along that street. Mr. Patterson stated that the applicant intends to provide 
utilities to each new lot, and that utilities are available along North Canal Street. He 
stated that, following an internal review, City staff and the Planning and Zoning 
Department recommend approval of the request subject to the following conditions: 
The developer and engineer shall submit construction plans for review by City staff. 
The developer shall provide water and sewer models, including usage and load 
capacity. The developer shall provide plans detailing how the development will 
provide sewer services. The developer and engineer shall continue to coordinate with 
City staff regarding the design and installation of infrastructure City infrastructure 
inspectors shall monitor the installation of the approved infrastructure, and upon 
completion, City staff shall inspect and approve the installed infrastructure. 
  
Chairman McCormick asked Zack Downing if he understood all the conditions that 
were asked if approved. Mr. Downing said yes.  
 
Commissioner Madrid-Boyea asked Mr. Patterson whether the cul-de-sac turnaround 
would be accessible for emergency personnel. Mr. Patterson stated that the cul-de-sac is 
designed to have a diameter of 100 feet, with a paved diameter of 80 feet to provide 
sufficient space for trash trucks and emergency vehicles to maneuver. He further noted 
that if the cul-de-sac meets or exceeds the 100-foot diameter, it will satisfy all applicable 
requirements.  
 
0:49:38   Chairman McCormick asked if anyone would like to speak 
regarding the item. No one appeared and the Chairman declared the public hearing 
closed and reconvened the Planning and Zoning Commission into regular session.  
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0:49:59   MOTION  
The motion was made by Commissioner Cornum and seconded by Commissioner 
Branson to approve the Peach Lane and Canal Street Subdivision preliminary plat, 
creating 14 new lots for residential development, located at the southeast corner of the 
intersection of East Peach Lane and North Canal Street, zoned "R-2" Residential 2 
District  
 
0:50:02   VOTE  
The vote was as follows: Yes - McCormick, Cornum, Branson, Madrid-Boyea; No - 
None; Absent - None; Recused - Wilson; Abstain - None; the motion carried  
 
0:50:23  7.  CONSIDER APPROVAL FOR A REQUEST FORA 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW A НОМЕ ОCCUPATION (ATTORNEY 
OFFICE) TO BE LOCATED AT 1906 SENTRY CIRCLE ZONED "R-1" RESIDENTIAL 
1 DISTRIСТ  
 
0:50:42  Commissioner Madrid-Boyea recused herself from this item due to a conflict of 
interest 
 
Mr. Patterson stated that this item is a request for a conditional use permit to operate an 
attorney's office from the applicant's residential home address. He explained that home 
occupations are permitted as a conditional use in the "R-R," "R-1," "R-2," and "C-1" 
zoning districts, and that approval of a conditional use permit, along with a City of 
Carlsbad business license, is required to operate such a business. Mr. Patterson stated 
that an attorney's office is an allowable use under a conditional use permit. He stated 
that, following an internal review, City staff and the Planning and Zoning Department 
recommend approval of the request. 
  
Chairman McCormick asked Ms. Madrid-Boyea if she is able to comply with all of the 
requirements set forth with the conditional use permit. Ms. Madrid-Boyea said yes.  
 
0:55:54   Chairman McCormick asked if anyone would like to speak 
regarding the item. No one appeared and the Chairman declared the public hearing 
closed and reconvened the Planning and Zoning Commission into regular session.  
 
0:56:18   MOTION  
The motion was made by Commissioner Wilson and seconded by Commissioner 
Branson to approve for a request for a Conditional Use Permit to allow a Home 
Occupation (Attorney Office) to be located at 1906 Sentry Circle, zoned "R-1" Residential 
1 District 
 
0:56:20   VOTE  
The vote was as follows: Yes - McCormick, Cornum, Branson, Wilson; No - None; 
Absent - None; Recused - Madrid-Boyea; Abstain - None; the motion carried   
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0:56:41  8.  REPORT OF SUMMARY REVIEW SUBDIVISIONS  

Mr. Patterson stated that the final plat is included after it had been done by a new 
surveyor. He said that no changes have been made it just needed to be redrawn because 
of some mistakes that had been found after it had been completed. 
 
Commissioner Madrid-Boyea asked what mistakes had been made. Mr. Patterson 
stated that some of the math on the measurements were incorrect to the point that each 
property would have to file an addendum.  
 
0:59:17  ADJOURNED   
With no further business to discuss, Chairman McCormick declared the meeting 
adjourned at 5:58 PM. 
   
 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________  
James McCormick, Chairperson   Date 
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CITY OF CARLSBAD 
AGENDA BRIEFING 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
Council Meeting Date: April 6, 2026 

  
DEPARTMENT: Planning & 
Zoning 

BY: Miguel Martinez DATE: 03/05/2026 

SUBJECT: 
Consider approval of a Variance from Ord. 56-90(b) to allow a five-foot (5’) rear setback instead 
of the required twenty-foot (20’) rear setback for the property located at 3802 North Pat Garrett 
Road, zoned “R-1” Residential 1 District 

BACKGROUND, ANALYSIS AND IMPACT: (Safety and 
Welfare/Financial/Personnel/Infrastructure/etc.) 
Request for Variance from Ord. 56-90(b) to allow a 5-foot (5’) rear setback instead of the 
required twenty-foot (20’) rear setback for the property located at 3802 North Pat Garrett 
Road, zoned “R-1” Residential 1 District, pursuant to Section 3-21-1 et. Seq. NMSA 1978 
and Sections 56-150(b) and 56-140(i), Carlsbad Code of Ordinances. 
 
Applicant/Owner: 
Scot Richardson 
3802 N Pat Garret Rd 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
 
*The applicant provided the required notification to property owners within 100’ and agreed 
to post the required sign 5-days prior to the public hearing as required by Sec. 56-140(i). 
The City will notify the property owners’ 15-days prior to the City Council hearing and 
publish notification in the newspaper 30-days prior to said hearing. 
 
The applicant has submitted a request to allow a 10’x20’ lofted barn to have a five-foot (5’) 
rear yard setback instead of the required twenty-foot (20’) rear yard setback, per the plat, 
not to encroach or expand beyond the property line. The walls are approximately eight-feet 
(8’) tall and the pitch of the roof is approximately four-feet (4’) tall.  
The Planning and Zoning Commission shall only approve a variance if it makes the 
following findings: 

(a)        The stated hardship is one that is unique to the applicant rather than 
one suffered by the neighbors or the general public, and 

(b)        The hardship relates to the applicant's land, rather than personal 
circumstances, and 

(c)        The hardship is not the result of the applicant's own actions, and 

(d)        The granting of the variance is consistent with the City's 
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Comprehensive Plan or other City master plan, and 

(e)        The granting of the variance is in harmony with the purpose and intent 
of the Zoning Ordinance, and 

(f)         The variance granted is the minimum necessary to make possible the 
reasonable use of the land or structure, and 

(g)        The granting of the variance will not be injurious to adjacent property 
or the neighborhood or detrimental to the public health, safety or 
general welfare, and 

(h)        The variance will neither result in the extension or expansion of a 
non-conforming structure or use in violation of Article VII nor authorize 
the initiation of a non-conforming use of land. 

The applicant did not meet all of the listed criteria. 
IMPACT (SAFETY AND WELFARE/FINANCIAL/PERSONNEL/INFRASTRUCTURE/ETC.): 
The minimum setbacks are for fire safety between structures. 
  
The following City of Carlsbad Comprehensive Plan 2040 objectives apply to this request: 
  
Chapter 4: Housing & Neighborhoods 

Objectives:  

• To preserve the character, identity, and integrity of established neighborhoods.  
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:  
PLANNING STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Upon review of the application materials and 
City staff comments, the Planning Department recommends denial of this request. 

Utilities Department:  

Building Department: Recommend denial 

Fire Department: Recommend denial 

Legal Department: Recommend denial 

Police Department: Recommend denial 

Project Department: Recommend denial 

Planning Department: Recommend denial 

Code Enforcement: No Comments 

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE ACTION: 
Planning & Zoning Commission -  

Reviewed by: 
City Manager: Date: 
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Attachments: 
1. 3802 N Pat Garrett Rd - Application Items 
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CITY OF CARLSBAD 
AGENDA BRIEFING 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
Council Meeting Date: April 6, 2026 

  
DEPARTMENT: Planning & 
Zoning 

BY: Miguel Martinez DATE: 03/09/2026 

SUBJECT: 
Consider a recommendation to City Council regarding a request to change the zoning to 
approximately 0.28 acres located at 2305 West Jackson Street, legally described as Tract 2, 
Jackson Replat Subdivision, from “C-2” Commercial 2 District to “R-1” Residential 1 District 

BACKGROUND, ANALYSIS AND IMPACT: (Safety and 
Welfare/Financial/Personnel/Infrastructure/etc.) 
Request for Zone Change from “C-2” Commercial 2 District to “R-1” Residential 1 District for 
approximately 0.28 acres located at 2305 West Jackson Street, legally described as Subd: 
JACKSON REPLAT Tract: 2; pursuant to Section 3-21-1 et. Seq. NMSA 1978 and Sections 
56-150(b) and 56-140(i), Carlsbad Code of Ordinances.         
 
Applicant/Owner: 
Lupe Q Ornelas 
2305 West Jackson Street 
Carlsbad, NM 88220 
     
*The applicant provided the required notification to property owners within 100’ and agreed 
to post the required sign 5-days prior to the public hearing as required by Sec. 56-140(i). 
The City will notify the property owners’ 15-days prior to the City Council hearing and 
publish notification in the newspaper 30-days prior to said hearing. 
 
Request for Zone Change from “C-2” Commercial 2 District to “R-1” Residential 1 District for 
the 0.28-acre property located at 2305 West Jackson Street.  
  
The properties to the north and west are zoned “R-1” Residential 1 District. The properties 
to the east and south are zoned “C-2” Commercial 2 District. This change would not create 
a spot zone.  
  
Sec. 56-40(d) of the Zoning Ordinance states: 
  

(b) 
Residential 1 (R-1) district. The residential 1 district is intended to 
accommodate moderate density single-family residential development and 
to provide land-use protection for areas that develop in such a manner. 
There shall be a maximum of one primary residence per lot for R-1 
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Residential District Zoning. 
  

Comprehensive Plan: Strategy 2040 goals and policies that are applicable to this request 
are: 
  
Chapter 4: Housing & Neighborhoods 

Objectives:  

• To preserve the character, identity, and integrity of established neighborhoods. 
• To encourage the on-going maintenance of rental and owner-occupied properties. 
• To ensure public reinvestment and improvements in existing neighborhoods. 

  
Chapter 5: Land Use  
  Objectives: 

• To identify areas of opportunity for infill and redevelopment. 
• To encourage redevelopment of vacant or underutilized properties for residential, 

commercial, or mixed-use development. 
• To foster community pride through participation in Keep Carlsbad Beautiful and 

other property clean-up efforts.  

  
According to Zoning Ordinance Sec. 56-150(b)(4). Amendments, Findings Required, a 
statement of fact regarding each of the following findings is required: 
  
An amendment to the Official Zoning Map or to the Text of this Zoning Ordinance must be 
justified by one or more of the following findings:  
       (a) The proposed amendment will or will not adversely impact the public health, safety 
or general welfare and will or will not promote the original purposes of the Zoning 
Ordinance; and 
       (b) The proposed amendment responds or does not respond to changed conditions, 
such as changes in public capital investments, road locations or functional classification, 
population trends, density, use or further studies that have been completed since adoption 
of the Zoning Ordinance; and 
       (c) The proposed amendment is or is not necessary in order to respond to State and/or 
Federal legislation; and 
       (d) The proposed amendment provides or does not provide additional flexibility in 
meeting the objectives of this Zoning Ordinance without lowering the standards of the 
Zoning Ordinance; and 
       (e) The proposed amendment is or is not in substantial compliance with the City's 
Comprehensive Plan or other City Master Plan; and 
       (f) The proposed amendment will or will not adversely affect the implementation of the 
goals and policies of the City's Comprehensive Plan or other City Master Plan; and  
       (g) The proposed amendment is justified in order to correct a mistake in the Official 
Zoning Map or the text of the Zoning Ordinance; and   
       (h) The proposed amendment is justified in order to respond to changes in the City’s 
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Comprehensive Plan or other City Master Plan including, but not limited to, changes in land 
use assumptions, surrounding uses, population forecasts, rates of land consumption, 
anticipated community needs or other factors.    
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:  
After review of the application and staff comments, planning staff recommends approval of 
this request. 
 
Utilities Department:  

Building Department: Recommend approval 

Fire Department: Recommend approval 

Legal Department: Recommend approval 

Police Department: Recommend approval 

Project Department: Recommend approval 

Planning Department: Recommend approval 

Code Enforcement: No Comments 

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE ACTION: 
Planning & Zoning Commission -  

Reviewed by: 
City Manager: Date: 

 
 
Attachments: 
1. 2305 Jackson St - Application Items 
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CITY OF CARLSBAD 
AGENDA BRIEFING 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
Council Meeting Date: April 6, 2026 

  
DEPARTMENT: Planning & 
Zoning 

BY: Jeff Patterson DATE: 03/24/2026 

SUBJECT: 
Consider a recommendation to City Council regarding a request for Temporary Housing at 3501 
Hidalgo Rd, a property approximately 2.5 acres in size, legally described as Tract 2, Summary 
Replat of a tract of land located in the SW1/4, NW1/4, Section 26, Township 22 South, Range 
26 East 

BACKGROUND, ANALYSIS AND IMPACT: (Safety and 
Welfare/Financial/Personnel/Infrastructure/etc.) 
Sec. 56-80 (10) states: Temporary Housing is permitted only on land currently (as of the 
date of approval of these regulations) zoned “C-2” Commercial District, “R-R” Rural 
Residential District, and “I” Industrial District, excepting the area that constitutes the 
Carlsbad Airport Industrial Park (CAIP),  with a minimum of two acres for the temporary 
housing area, and where primary access to the area of Temporary Housing is from an 
Arterial Street, as defined in the Code of Ordinances.  
  
Due to the growth in the oil, gas, mining and energy sectors in recent years, southeastern 
New Mexico has seen an unprecedented increase in the demand for workforce and 
temporary housing. The existing housing market in Carlsbad continues to be insufficient to 
meet the needs of the current workforce. In an attempt to address this issue, in October 
2013, the City Council approved temporary housing as one of the uses eligible for a 
Temporary Use Permit.  
  
If approved, in addition to the standard regulations for temporary uses, temporary housing 
must meet the Council-approved definition for temporary housing (see below) and the 
criteria described in the Temporary Use Application.  
  

“Temporary Housing. Housing for individuals or families, on a temporary basis, 
either in pre-fabricated, completely self-contained modular structures consisting 
of sleeping quarters, dining facilities, laundry facilities, restroom facilities and 
other amenities, OR individual self-contained recreational vehicles, not including 
tents. Specifically for the purpose of this definition, Temporary Housing may also 
be referred to as crew-camp housing, work force housing, congregate residence 
or employee housing. Residents living within the temporary housing may be 
employed solely by one company, industry or project or may be employed by a 
variety of employers.” 

  
A stipulation of the Temporary Housing permit Sec. 56-80 is that the property proposed be 
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at least 2 acres as a whole in area. The subject property is approximately 2.57 acres in size. 
The subject property is currently zoned "R-R" Rural Residential District. 
 
The provided site plans show a total of five RV spaces for approval. The spaces are aligned 
along the eastern side of the property, and proper spacing between RV's has been 
observed. The RV spaces show a distance of five feet between the property fence along the 
east side of the property and the RV spaces. Sec. 56-80(10)(f)(i) stipulates that a minimum 
20' setback shall be observed around the perimeter fence, and this setback shall remain 
free of all obstructions. The RV spaces will need to be altered to accommodate this 
requirement. The site plan shows a 24' wide drive aisle running north-south from Hidalgo 
Rd. to the spaces, with two ingress/egress lanes as the drive aisle meets Hidalgo Rd. The 
drive aisle terminates to the south of the spaces with a 100' diameter turnaround. 
 
The applicant has yet to produce a valid septic plan to serve these RV spaces. NMED has 
prohibited connection to the existing septic at the property. The applicant is working toward 
a solution to address the septic needs of this request, but that plan has not been submitted 
or reviewed by the City.  
 
The City's Building Department noted that the electric and water infrastructure installed to 
serve these RV spaces was not permitted through the City's Building Department, and code 
compliance for these two systems has not been confirmed. The applicant will need to have 
these systems checked by licensed contractors and permits issued to confirm that all 
installations are code-compliant moving forward.  
 
There is a fire hydrant across Hidalgo Rd. within 100' of the subject property, and within 
250' of the north-most RV space. 

DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:  
After review with City staff, the Planning Department recommends that this item be tabled until 
more information can be provided regarding the septic plan and the code compliance regarding 
the plumbing and electrical setup. 

BOARD/COMMISSION/COMMITTEE ACTION: 
-  

Reviewed by: 
City Manager: Date: 

 
 
Attachments: 
1. Scan2026-03-24_081442 
2. Site plan - 3501 Hidalgo Rd - Temp RV spaces 
3. 26-120_PRELIM SITE PLAN_HIDALGO ROAD 
4. Portrait1 
5. Portrait2 
6. Portrait3 
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